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SUBJECT: CONSULTATION ON SALT AND GRAY AREAS 

1 . AMBASSADOR DE LABOULAYE HAS INFORMED US THAT AS A 
RESULT OF HIGH-LEVEL MEETING IN PARIS ON DECEMBER 22, 

FRANCE HAS DECIDED NOT TO JOIN IN OFFICIAL FOUR-POWER 
DISCUSSIONS ON SALT AND GRAY AREA ISSUES BECAUSE OF THE 
WELL-KNOWN SPECIAL CHARACTER OF THE FRENCH NUCLEAR FORCE 
WHICH MIGHT UNAVOIDABLY BE PUT ,N A PREJUDICIAL POSITION 

IN THE COURSE OF SUCH TALKS. FRANCE WOULD BE OPEN TO AND 
INTERESTED IN DISCUSSIONS ON THESE SUBJECTS, EITHER 
BILATERALLY OR IN A WIDER CIRCLE, I.E., NAC, WHERE THE 
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COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY SALT COULD EXPLORE THE POLITICAL 
AND STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE US-SOVIET NEGOTIATION. 

THE FRENCH ARE INFORMING THE BRITISH AND GERMANS OF THIS 
DECISION AS WELL AS THEIR NATO PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE. 

2. THE FOREGOING IS FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND NOT FOR 
ACTION. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: CONSULTATION ON SALT AND GRAY AREAS 

1 . AMBASSADOR DE LABOULAYE HAS INFORMED US THAT AS A 
RESULT OF HIGH-LEVEL MEETING IN PARIS ON DECEMBER 22, 

FRANCE HAS DECIDED NOT TO JOIN IN OFFICIAL FOUR-POWER 
DISCUSSIONS ON SALT AND GRAY AREA ISSUES BECAUSE OF THE 
WELL-KNOWN SPECIAL CHARACTER OF THE FRENCH NUCLEAR FORCE 
WHICH MIGHT UNAVOIDABLY BE PUT ,N A PREJUDICIAL POSITION 
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INTERESTED IN DISCUSSIONS ON THESE SUBJECTS, EITHER 
BILATERALLY OR IN A WIDER CIRCLE, I.E., NAC, WHERE THE 
COUNTRIES AFFECTED BY SALT COULD EXPLORE THE POLITICAL 
AND STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE US-SOVIET NEGOTIATION. 
THE FRENCH ARE INFORMING THE BRITISH AND GERMANS OF THIS 
DECISION AS WELL AS THEIR NATO PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE. 

2. THE FOREGOING IS FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND NOT FOR 
ACTION. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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